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· Founded in 963—Fought over frequently
· Ruled by dukes in 1815, independent state under the Netherlands

· Independence in 1839 from Netherlands after losing territory to Belgium

· Full independence in 1867

· Ended neutrality after German control in WWII

· Helped found European Economic Community

· Geography Statistics:

· 2586 sq. km. land (smaller than Rhode Island)
· Landlocked
· 49 45 N, 6 10 E

· Bordering countries Belgium, France and Germany 
· Capital: Luxembourg, pop. 79,000
· Districts: Diekirch, Grevenmacher, Luxembourg
· 133m to 559m elevation

· Iron ore natural resource

· Environmental issues: air, soil and water pollution

· Forestry in the North

· Farming in the South

· Mild winters, cool summers

· People Statistics:

· Population 462,690

· Nationality: Luxembourgers

· 87% Roman Catholic

· 13% Protestants, Jews and Muslims

· Ethnicity:
· Mostly Celtic based

· French

· German

· 100% literacy (15+)

· Languages:

· Luxembourgish; Lëtzebuergesch
· German
· French

· Economy Statistics:

· Labor Force:

· 90% in services

· 8% in industry

· 2% in farming
· Products:

· Steel and iron

· Various foods and livestock

· More than 30% of labor comes across the border

· High standards of living

· Solid growth, low inflation, low unemployment
· Government Statistics:

· Only Grand Duchy in the world

· Constitutional monarchy 
· Euro since 1999 as monetary system
· National Day: June 23

· Civil law system

· October 17, 1868 constitution written

· Executive Branch:

· Chief of State: Grand Duke Henri
· Head of Government: Prime Minister Jean Claude

· Cabinet: Council of Ministers appointed by monarch
· Legislative Branch:

· Unicameral: Chamber of Deputies (60 members elected)
· Council of State, advisory body (21 members appointed)
· Judicial Branch:
· 3 Justices of Peace

· 2 District courts

· 1 Supreme Court of Appeals

· All are appointed by monarch for life

· Flag: 3 Bands of red, white and light blue

