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A Couple’s Calamity

A couple’s dying relationship is portrayed with great symbolism meaning in Ernest Hemmingway’s “Cat in the Rain.”  Many techniques are used to delve deeper into the couple’s relationship.  Some of these techniques are expressed in the simple settings of the story throughout the story.  Hemmingway incorporates various settings to show this couple’s dying relationship.

One of the settings expressed by Hemmingway shows isolation.  For one, the couple is isolated in the fact that they are foreigners.  They are Americans in a foreign country, Italy.  Also, “they did not know any of the people they passed on the stairs.”  This emphasizes that they are foreigners by not knowing anyone.  Moreover, everyone in the hotel is speaking Italian, a foreign tongue to the couple.  More settings of isolation portray emptiness.  “In the good weather there was always an artist with his easel.”  However, due to the rain the garden was empty.  Both the square and parking lot were also empty.  “Across the square in the doorway of the café a waiter stood looking out at the empty square.”  This shows that both the square and the café are empty.  The square is empty because the rain is pouring down, and the café is empty because the waiter is doing nothing.  Besides showing isolation through emptiness, Hemmingway also shows isolation through a window.  The hotel room was on the second floor with the window “facing the sea.”  This lack of any activity, being on the second floor and facing the continuous flow of the sea, contributed to the couple’s feeling of loneliness while being in the hotel room.

Hemmingway uses more settings to create a depressive atmosphere.  One of these atmospheres is symbolized by darkness.  When the woman passes the hotel owner’s desk, the owner stood “in the far end of the dim room.”  This shows a small degree of darkness to set up the story.  Later, the wife looks out the window and noticed “it was getting dark.”  Finally, the story says that “it was quite dark now” when the girl’s husband tells her to “shut up.”  This also symbolizes the depression of their relationship together.  Rain is another element used to create a depressive atmosphere.  Rain is shown throughout the story to give it a depressive mood and to show the couples depressiveness and inactivity. 

More settings are used to show contrast by Hemmingway.  For one, the use of water in the story is a good example of a contrast.  Specifically, “the sea broke in a long line in the rain and slipped back down the beach to come up and break again in a long line in the rain,” representing life coming in and death going out.  Rain also represents a cycle of life and death that comes and goes as it pleases in the world.  Another contrast involves a symbol of death is placed in an area of life in the story.  This happens in the garden where a war monument stands in the center.  The war monument “glistened in the rain.”  Possibly representing the prominence evil has amidst the depressive atmosphere.  Finally, a setting is used to represent hope in the midst of depression.  This is best shown when the wife “looked out of the window where the light had come on in the square.”  This symbolizes that hope still exists for the couple’s dying relationship.

In short, Hemmingway incorporates various settings to show a couple’s dying relationship.  Through the use of various settings of isolation, depression and contrast, Hemmingway brings out the true meaning of his story “Cat in the Rain.”  Although a simple story by its looks, Hemmingway uses great literary techniques to make this couple’s calamity unique and involved.
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I. Introduction

II. Isolation

A. Foreigners

1. Americans in Italy

2. Didn’t know anybody

3. Italian spoken

B. Emptiness 
1. Garden 
2. Square 
3. Parking lot 
4. Café

C. Window shows isolation (facing sea)

III. Depressive Atmosphere

A. Darkness

1. Hotel owner sits at desk in dim room

2. Out window wife notices it is getting dark

3. Very dark after husband tells her to “shut up”

B. Raining (nothing to do)

IV. Contrasts

A. Water

1. Waves going in and out

2. Rain

B. Death in the midst of life (war monument amidst a garden)

C. Hope in the midst of depression (light in the dark square)

V. Conclusion

