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A Technological Tragedy


Is mankind doomed to destroy itself?  Most scientists believe that this is destined to happen; nobody has the power to stop the evil part of human nature.  A major reason for this is the technological revolution we are going through.  We are constantly researching our appliances, computers, vehicles and weapons to be better and more efficient.  This advanced technology is what is ruining and will ruin our world.


For one, our advancement in technology is mentally harming us.  For example, many will get frustrated when new technology doesn’t function like we expect it to.  Minor details in systems will cause this frustration when it takes hours or days to find these problems in the system.  Long hours may be spent on either fixing the flaws found, solving long equations or programming simple code.  Another cause of frustration is how easy this new technology makes it to erase all of what you have done.  This is done through identity theft, simply deleting an object or stealing.  Furthermore, it’s not just frustrating, but we are actually losing knowledge due to our technological achievements.  Basic knowledge will be lost since all the new technology will be built upon previous designs.  In time, we will forget what we had built upon many years ago, and that knowledge will have to be learned again in an ongoing cycle.  In addition, new technology is making appliances and computers easier to use and requires less knowledge of the appliance itself.  Computers and calculators will do so much of the work for us (such as calculus and physics) that when we try to live without one, it will be as if we were in the stone age.  Moreover, with how standardized the world is becoming with dress codes, standardized tests and specific methods for doing things, an individual’s uniqueness will be less noticeable.  Processes will be so methodical that to change a flaw would take years and our race would never progress.


Besides the mental impacts though, people are physically hurt by our new technology.  Obesity is a growing problem.  The majority of the population is, in fact, at least a few pounds over weight.  It is possible to blame society for this, but it is actually the work of modern technology.  Many people have jobs in offices, where they don’t get around or do much; they just sit around a computer all day.  To compound this problem, it also requires less effort to get around with the introduction of motor vehicles.  Many tasks that required movement are now automated and just require the click of a button.  Whereas this isn’t necessarily a bad thing, the deadliness of our new technology is a good reason to prevent new technology from progressing so rapidly.  Motor vehicles cause thousands of deaths each year.  Whereas in the early twentieth century the cars didn’t go nearly fast enough to kill people, cars nowadays are rapidly increasing in power, and more people are using them without the needed training.  Increasing power in guns is a reason why deaths are increasing, too.  Guns are constantly being made more readily available and more powerful.  Whether they are used for hunting or to murder someone, guns are freely available to the public.


Although many of these concerns are relatively minor or aren’t very serious at the moment, where this technology is leading us is not a good place.  Weapons of mass destruction are becoming a huge investment of this new technology.  Countries worldwide are competing to get the most powerful weapons first.  Great minds are being used for bad purposes and may cause this world to destroy itself eventually.  Computers are also being used and storing information in databases worldwide.  These databases are open to users around the world to do what they want with them.  With this increase in the use of technology, over half of this data can be accessed by your average hacker or virus.  This has the potential to cause businesses to go bankrupt as loopholes are found in the structure, and the insecure data is hacked into.  In addition, we are using up energy at a rapid rate.  The earth has a limited amount of energy, and the energy we are using is going back into the system the wrong way and destroying the ozone layer.  Energy is being used on a daily basis in appliances, motor vehicles and is used extensively for military purposes.


In short, advancements in technology are ruining our world and changing it for the worse.  It is degrading our intellect, physically hurting us and will destroy our economy.  Because of this, the people of the world should think about the impact of a scientific breakthrough, and the harm it can cause to society.
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Thesis – Advanced technology is ruining our world.

I. Introduction

II. Mental impacts

a. Frustration

i. Minor details are more important

ii. Long hours spent on small things

1. Programming

2. Fixing past flaws

iii. Simple to destroy your hard work

1. Identity theft

2. Deletion

3. Stealing

b. Loss of knowledge

i. Basic knowledge lost (new items built on previous ones’ designs)

ii. No knowledge required to use appliances

iii. Aspects of math and science now done by computers

1. Graphing calculators (will even do calculus)

2. Computers (do long mind-boggling tasks in seconds)

c. Everything becomes normalized

i. All is standardized

ii. Less uniqueness in individuals

iii. Everything is done in a methodical unchangeable way

III. Physical impacts

a. Obesity

i. Many jobs are in offices

ii. Less movement needed to get around

1. Automated tasks

2. Motor vehicles

b. Death

i. Motor vehicles

1. Faster

2. Less training needed to use

ii. Guns

1. More readily available

2. More powerful

IV. Economic harms

a. World destruction

i. New weapons of mass destruction

ii. Great minds changed to do evil things

b. Data open to infiltration

i. Hackers, viruses etc. have more to contaminate 

ii. Almost everything is in a database

iii. Businesses go bankrupt

1. Insecure data hacked into

2. Loopholes in new technology

c. Use of energy

i. Limited amount on Earth

ii. Ozone layer depleting

iii. More used every day

1. Appliances are a part of life

2. Motor vehicles

3. Military uses

V. Conclusion

