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Society’s Savagery


Few pieces of literature have as much symbolism as Lord of the Flies.  It uses many hidden symbols that the average person would rarely pick up.  The book depicts how mankind’s natural savagery can tackle even the most civilized people, the British.  Lord of the Flies, by William Golding, shows how societies don’t fail because of the weakness of their structure, but because of the weakness of mankind.


The structural organization that the children had in the book was good.  For one, they had a democratic society and had elected Ralph to be their leader.  Ralph furthered this democracy by sharing his power using the conch to allow representation from everyone, regardless of age or strength.  This conch would then become the symbol of society throughout the course of the book until it is destroyed.  Ralph gave privileges to those who were weaker or lower on the food chain such as the littluns (the younger and less able children) and Piggy, who would have suffered if Jack had ruled.  Furthermore, the children managed to create a good system of who does what.  The children in the choir group, led by Jack, managed the fire and hunted while the littluns were suppose to gather fruit, fill the coconut shells with water and help build the shelters.


Although the structure of the children’s society was good, the weaknesses of mankind in groups were soon hurting this society.  The strongest weakness in the group was the mob mentality.  In a group, people tend to lose their individuality and act in ways that they normally wouldn’t act as an individual.  When everyone was dancing around the fire, Simon came in stealthily, and the children rushed at Simon, who had never done anything wrong, and killed him in all the chaos thinking he was the beast.  Yet another case was seen when everyone threw their spears and chased after Ralph, who was once their friend.  Another part of the mob mentality is how it makes doing evil less of a crime.  Jack wanted to proclaim his power to the group so he punished one of the littluns for no reason to show what would happen if anyone in the group betrayed him.  Later, Roger got into the mob mentality and sent a boulder down to kill piggy and the conch without hesitation or regret.  Furthermore, when people are in groups, they have a need to be accepted by their surroundings.  Roger really wanted to be accepted, so he did actions against his character.  (In the beginning he was mostly to himself and quiet.)  He shoved his spear up the pig’s behind to get some laughs from the spectators and would hurt people to prove himself and not be looked down upon.  Jack had a need to be accepted, too.  Early on, he took the men away from fire duty, letting the fire go out, to hunt and kill a pig.  Jack had been embarrassed for not catching a pig earlier, so he sacrificed their one chance of true survival, the fire, to prove he was worth something.  He constantly tried to prove that he was a better choice than Ralph, and the others would lose rationality and follow him since he was a more forceful leader like people of today’s society do.  He later broke away from the tribe so that he could find a place where he could be leader like he had been in real life and not second in command.


Weaknesses in groups are one flaw in mankind, but mankind also has other weaknesses that deal with individuals.  Mankind has a tendency to put the blame on those who are weak or different.  We will create scapegoats in order to make us look better.  Jack does this often in the book, especially with Piggy, to keep his dignity.  He would either try to change the subject, or put the blame on Piggy for him being so obese and not working.  Then, he would often try to hurt Piggy, and he almost broke Piggy’s glasses, what the children used for the fire, from his carelessness.  Another major flaw is our fear.  This fear inside of us leads us to craziness.  As shown in the book, all the children gradually became more and more savage as the realities and fears of the beast of the island were unfolded.  The fear also caused them to make irrational decisions, such as join Jack’s group, and throw themselves out of proportion to what really was going on.  Being children, yet still acting like many adults do, they always tried to take the easy way out.  When they were all ready to work, build shelters and hunt, many gradually broke off and ate or bathed rather than help with the work.  Few of them thought of the consequences of not having shelter when the rain came pouring down or not having meat to eat when their body needed it.  The worst nature of mankind, however, is our attraction to evil.  Good was boring to the children.  Being evil was much easier and more interesting.  They realized more and more towards the end that being evil tended to be more fun, and they preferred this over their civilized way of life.  The book said in the end, “the skull glistened whiter than the conch ever did.”  With the skull symbolizing evil, this quotation shows just how attractive evil had become, taking over the core part of the children’s nature.


In short, Lord of the Flies by William Golding shows how societies fail, not because of the weakness of their structure, but because of the weakness of mankind.  With a democratic society and good structure, the natures of mankind in groups and as individuals came forth and ruined this seemingly perfect society for children.  Because of these imperfections in mankind, the children ended up burning the island on which they lived, representing how mankind as a whole is leading to its own destruction.
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Outline

TS – Lord of the Flies by William Golding shows how societies fail, not because of the weakness of their structure, but because of the weakness of mankind.

I. Introduction

II. Structural integrity

A. Democracy

1. Ralph is elected to be leader

2. Ralph allowed everyone to speak

3. Conch is used as a power and is shared

4. Conch symbolizes the civilized part of the children

B. Divided into groups

1. Choir group led by Jack

a. Hunters

b. Keep the fire going

2. Littluns

a. Gather fruit

b. Fill coconut shells with water

c. Help with shelters

III. Weaknesses in groups

A. Mob mentality

1. Individuality is lost

a. Killing Simon

b. Attacking Ralph

2. Makes doing evil less of a crime

a. Punishing a littlun

b. Killing Piggy

B. Need to be accepted

1. Roger

a. Sticking a spear up the pig’s bottom

b. Hurting others

2. Jack

a. Jack tries to prove he is the best

b. The group followed the strongest leader

c. Splits apart from the original tribe

d. Takes the men on fire duty to kill a pig

IV. Weaknesses in individuals

A. Tendency to put the blame on others that are weak or different

1. Scapegoats to take the blame

2. Jack takes the blame out on Piggy

3. Carelessness in attempts to take blame off us

B. Fear

1. Leads to craziness

2. Causes irrational decisions

C. Taking the easy way out

1. Playing instead of working

2. Not thinking of the consequences

D. Attraction to evil

1. Good is boring

2. Roger liked seeing people hurt

3. “The skull glistened whiter than the conch ever had”

V. Conclusion

