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Heroism


My face was numb, and my eye was bleeding.  I had just been hit in the face.  Many things raced through my head as this punch had come from nowhere.  I stood there and decided to take the blow and go on with life.  Was I a hero then?  Standing up against fighting back and getting help.  Whereas no one around me admired my desire not to have any more blood shed, I am sure I was a hero to some people.  Heroism is a trait wanted by many and has many great qualities.


Heroism is a commonly used word, especially after we reflect on the events of September eleventh.  However, a clear understanding of this word still may not be clear to many.  According to Webster’s New World College Dictionary, a hero is “any person admired for courage, nobility, or exploits, especially in war.”  Which is basically anyone who does selfless deeds that people look up to. No matter how small it may be, if someone admires you for your good deeds, you are a hero. However, being a hero is only as good as the people who admire you because of what you did.  To be a good hero, you must do much more good than harm with your deeds.  Many examples of great heroes are seen in our past, such as Casey Jones and Mother Teresa; Casey Jones sacrificed his life to save a large number of people from a train that was about to crash, and Mother Teresa helped children and people around the world by giving up almost all of her life for this.


While many people may already know what heroism is, becoming a hero is not an easy task.  A good hero must be selfless and valorous.  He must have little regard for himself when the question comes up of whether or not to help someone in need.  He must show courage for when obstacles stand in the way of the right path.  This is where many people will stray and become lost.  They find saving themselves easier than helping the person in need.  Still, once the task has been completed and everything is said and done, he must receive every bit of criticism that the world can give him.  Pleasing everyone will never be possible.  However, a true hero will stand out, as he rises above the criticism to show the righteousness in what he did.


Now that this hero has shown the world (or whomever his deeds affected) that this was the right course of action, he will be able to reap the benefits of this.  For example, he will become a legend.  His name will go down in history and be remembered for years or even generations (depending on the value of the deed.)  Many will admire him and look upon him as a role model for their children or themselves.  Once the glory has been given to him, he will proceed to receive the many vanities of the world in addition.  He will be offered money, services, or other worldly possessions.  He will become popular.  He will not be looked at as a role model, though.  He will be a celebrity, and the people will think of him as having power.  Over the years, though, as the paparazzi dies down, and he is given his quiet time, he will be able to reflect upon what he did and will be left with his self-pride, as his friends and family will continue to think of him with trust and respect.


To sum up, heroism is a trait wanted by many and has many great qualities.  A hero is someone who is admired for his good qualities and actions; he will go through many hardships, and have many benefits in the end for his sacrifices.  For these reasons, people should not strive to become a hero, but they should follow their heart in their path to finding who they are, whether it be a hero or a victim.
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Thesis – Heroism is a trait wanted by many and has many good qualities.

I. Introduction

II. What is heroism

A. Definitions

1. Websters

2. Informal

B.  A hero is only as good as those that admire him (based on how much good, rather than harm he does)

C. Historic examples

1. Casey Jones (saves a train full of people)

2. Mother Teresa (helps children and others)

III. How to become a hero

A. Important qualities

1. Selflessness

2. Valor

B. Need to stay on the path

1. Many will leave when obstacles come up

2. Must stand up against the criticism of the world

IV. Results from being a hero

A. Become a legend

1. Remembered even after death

2. Admired by many

B. Many vanities are offered to you

1. Money

2. Services

3. Popularity

4. Items

C. Self-pride

1. Trust

2. Respect

V. Conclusion

