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Influential Individuals

Few people in history stand out as great, influential people.  Many such as Martin Luther King were great role models and helped their people achieve something great.  Such characteristics can be seen in two people, Gandhi and Mother Teresa.  Many parallels can be seen between Gandhi and Mother Teresa that made them great.


Both Mother Teresa’s and Gandhi’s lifestyles helped make them great and gain much respect.  For one, they both took religious vows.  Gandhi vowed early on in life that he would not eat meat, as this was part of Hindu religion, and later he vowed never to have sex, called celibacy.  Mother Teresa, likewise, took the vow of celibacy and took vows to become a nun.  Moreover, they both dressed like the poorest people in order to relate to them better.  Gandhi only wore a shawl, sandals and a loincloth wherever he went, and Mother Teresa traded in her habit, the veil worn by nuns, for a sari, a garment worn by the poor people.  In addition, they both tried to live like the poorest people.  Gandhi lived in a house made of mud with box chairs in his Ashram (a small community of people working with Gandhi), and Mother Teresa got rid of the mattresses, tore out the carpet and turned off the hot water of her San Francisco Mission house when she went to live there.


By helping others, Gandhi and Mother Teresa were able to show how much they both cared for others.  For instance, they both tried to help the poorest of the poor and give them recognition.  Gandhi not only helped the untouchables (the outcasts of India) but also gave them a new name, Harijun, meaning children of god.  He invited some untouchables to live in his Ashram.  He also strived to get them equal representation by fasting unto death for them.  Mother Teresa, similarly, “received a calling from Jesus to serve him among the poorest of the poor.”  She built a homeless shelter in New York City and formed the order of Missionaries of Charity.  Another way they helped others was by improving others’ health.  Gandhi provided people to work in hospitals and as medics for the British during both the Boer war and World War I, and Mother Teresa setup Nirmal Hriday, which means pure heart, a home for the dying.  Furthermore, they helped others through education.  Gandhi created a village-uplift program to promote education and get the people of India to develop new skills, and Mother Teresa setup the Calcutta High School, a school in the slums of Calcutta.


Helping others, in time, led Gandhi and Mother Teresa to become great influences on others.  To illustrate, both Gandhi and Mother Teresa were able to act as peacemakers between fighting countries.  Gandhi stopped Hindu-Moslem fighting in India by fasting after one million had died, and Mother Teresa stopped Palestinian-Israeli shooting in order to rescue thirty-seven mentally retarded children from a hospital in Beirut.  In fact, just Gandhi’s and Mother Teresa’s pictures influenced others.  A paralytic, after wearing Gandhi’s picture around his neck, said he was able to walk thanks to him, and a study showed that when Mother Teresa’s picture was shown to someone, his immune system improved.


For all these great works in life, both Gandhi and Mother Teresa were honored.  For one, they were both given symbolic names.  Gandhi was called Gandhi G., a term for a respected person, bapu, meaning father, and Mahatma, meaning great soul.  Similarly, Mother Teresa was called Sister, for being a nun, Mother, for being the head of a group of nuns, and the Catholic Church is even looking into deeming her a saint.  Gandhi and Mother Teresa received much recognition, also.  Gandhi’s funeral was attended by millions of people including diplomats from every country but the Soviet Union and the United Nations lowered its flag to half-mast in honor of his accomplishments in life.  While not having such a grand funeral, Mother Teresa received the Padma Shri award for distinguished service, Nobel Peace Prize, Medal of Freedom, and Honorary U.S. citizenship.


In short, many parallels can be seen between Gandhi and Mother Teresa that made them great.  Their similar lifestyles, ways for helping and influencing others and their recognition throughout life has shown this greatness.  Because of these parallels between Gandhi and Mother Teresa, they have inspired many individuals to become greater people.
Analyzing structures—Paragraph 2

Sentence 1: IC

Sentence 2: IC

Sentence 3: IC then DC then DC then IC then PH

Sentence 4: IC

Sentence 5: IC then PH

Sentence 6: IC then DC then IC with PH in it and a PH after it

Sentence 7: IC then DC

Sentence 8: IC then PH then IC then DC
Comparison paper—Outline





Trenton Albrecht

Thesis—Many parallels can be seen between Gandhi and Mother Teresa that made them great.

I. Introduction

II. Lifestyles

A. Religious vows

1. G—No meat and celibacy

2. MT—Celibacy (being a nun)

B. Clothing

1. G—Sandals, loincloth, shawl

2. MT—Exchanged habit Sari

C. Housing

1. G—House of mud and box chairs in ashram

2. MT—Got rid of mattresses, carpet and hot water in mission house

III. Helping others

A. The poorest of the poor

1. G—Helped the untouchables

a. Gave them new name “Harijun”

b. Ashram

c. Equal representation

2. MT—Called to serve them

a. Homeless shelter in NYC

b. Missionaries of Charity

B. Health

1. G—Provided hospitals and medics during the Boer war and WWI

2. MT—Opened Nirmal Hriday, home for the dying

C. Education

1. G—Promoted education in village uplift program

2. MT—Calcutta High School, school in slums

IV. Influencing others

A. Peacemaking

1. G—Stopped Hindu-Moslem fighting after 1 mil deaths by fasting

2. MT—Stopped Palestine-Israeli fighting to rescue MR kids

B. Physically

1. G—Picture helped a paralytic to walk

2. MT—Picture improved the person’s immune system

V. Honored

A. Names

1. G—Gandhi G., Bapu, Mahatma

2. MT—Sister, Mother, Saint

B. Recognitions

1. G—Funeral

a. Many people came to mourn

b. Diplomats from many countries came

c. UN lowered its flag to half-mast

2. MT—Awards

a. Padma Shri (distinguished service)

b. Nobel Peace Prize

c. Medal of Freedom

d. Honorary US citizenship

VI. Conclusion

