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Battle of Crécy


Robert Rogge’s portrayal of the Battle of Crécy shows how the English overcame the French’s unorganized army.


First, both sides moved into position and prepared themselves for battle.  The English and Welsh setup a good formation to meet the advancing French.  The Welsh infantry formed up in the center of the ridge.  Likewise, cannons were setup on the ridge.  Then the Earl of Northampton setup masses of archers on the northern side.  The French and Genoese also setup a formation to fight the English.  Their troops, however, came out of the woods in a disorganized manner, and the French’s arrogance wouldn’t let them rest even a day.  The men and knights were jostling and cursing at each other as both were in the other’s way.  The Genoese then setup the crossbowmen in front of this mess.


Next, the battle that ensued ascertained the English’s victory.  Both sides started out fighting with their ranged weapons.  The archers unleashed a rain of bodkin point arrows on the French, and the French, in the same manner, unleashed a barrage of bolts at the English.  The English also fired Cannons for the first time in history in battle.  The French soon had a bad position with these cannons.  These “thunderclaps” scared the crossbowmen, and they fled at the sounds of them.  However, the fleeing crossbowmen were met by a group of advancing knights, and a new battle ensued between the French soldiers and the Genoese crossbowmen.  When both armies were within close range of each other, a melee battle began.  The Welshmen went in and killed many wounded and many knights.  Also, the son of king Edward fought in battle to “win his spurs.”  Furthermore, the French made fifteen or more charges on the English line, but lost the battle in the end.
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In short, Robert Rogge’s portrayal of the Battle of Crécy shows how the English overcame the French’s unorganized army.  In their ways of preparing for battle and fighting during the battle, the English were able to beat the arrogant French and reap the benefits of winning the battle.

*Rogge, Robert.  “The Battle of Bosworth.”  Armor Magazine.
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I. Thesis— Robert Rogge’s portrayal of the Battle of Crécy shows how the English overcame the French’s unorganized army

II. Preparation for battle

A. English and Welsh

1. Welsh infantry form up in center of ridge

2. Cannons setup on ridges

3. Earl of Northampton sets up many archers

B. French and Genoese

1. Approached the English unorganized

2. The arrogance of the French forced them to fight that day 

3. The men were jostling and cursing each other

4. Genoese crossbowmen form up in front of the French

III. The battle

A. Ranged attacks

1. Archers shot at the French

2. Crossbowmen shot at the English

3. Cannons are fired for the first time in battle by the English

B. Bad position for the French

1. Crossbowmen fled at the sound of the cannons

2. Fleeing crossbowmen fought advancing knights

C. Melee fights

1. The Welshmen went in and killed many wounded and knights

2. Son of king Edward killed many Frenchmen

3. Fifteen separate charges by the French

IV. Results of the fighting

A. Death

1. 1,500 knights died

2. 10,000 uncounted men died

V. Conclusion

*Rogge, Robert.  “The Battle of Bosworth.”  Armor Magazine.

